Klamath Basin Audubon Society

KBAS General Meetings
Thursday, April 8, 6:30 p.m.
Speaker: Mac Brock, Chief of
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recalling what sounds are made by
certain species, resources that will
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Since you can't see beyond what's
blocking your view, using your
sense of hearing is an important
tool to knowing what birds are in
any one area. The use of birdsd
songs ranges from aesthetic
enjoyment to its use for species
identification during surveys. This
program will share many local bird
songs, methods that will aid in

with some personal experiences.

This is a program you will not

want to miss, given by one of the
Basinbds foremost
is especially adept at recognizing

bird songs. A follow-up field trip

will help you test your new-found
skills!

are annual elections and
installation of Officers and Board
members. It is our last General
Meeting until September.
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April/May 2010

General Meetings: 6:30 p.m.
County Government Building, 305
Main Street, second floor
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The KBAS Nominating Committee Report:

President: Darrel Samuels
Vice President: Dave Potter
Secretary: Open

Board Member: Dave Hewitt.

The slate of nominations will be presented at the April
2010 general meeting and elections will be held at the

May 2010 meeting. Please consider supporting KBAS
by running for one of the open positions. Nominating
Committee members: Tom Essex at 541-273-7442 or
Julie Van Moorhem at 541-882-4488.
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As | write this Diana and | are
sitting in the Tulsa airport waiting
to catch our flight home after a
ten-day trip to the tri states
(Missouri, Arkansas, Oklahoma).
Believe it or not, we have been
bird watching of a sort. This year
6S F2tft26SR GKS
to the NAIA Il basketball
tournament in Branson. The Owls
lost in a close second round game,
but that left us plenty of time to
take in some shows and visit a
whole collection of cousins that
Diana has in this part of the
country. Earlier today we did see
a brilliant red Cardinal in a visit to
the Tulsa Zoo which brightened an
otherwise cold and dreary day.

| wanted to let you know that two
KBAS Board committees have
been working on some important
tasks. Mary Kelley, Sherry Perry,
and Bob Kinkead have begun
revising our KBAS bylaws, a long

h Lrdvisioh @rdutinferhbéréhip forg £ &

overdue but necessary task to reviewed using the criteria that
insure the integrity of our chapter.
At the March Board meeting they
presented a first draft for
comments, and we will be fine-
tuning their work in the coming

months before presenting the

requests this year.

| applaud the work of both

approval. committees in providing such

valuable service to our chapter! |

would also like to thank all
AY @2t SR AY
Wings Festival for producing
another first rate experience for
the registrants and local visitors

Another committee composed of
Bob and Cary Kinkead and Sherry
Perry have written a grant
application for groups or
individuals who request funds

the committee produced. We will
shortly post the application on our
web site as the Board approved it

and allocated $2500 in funding for

0KA &

from our chapter. This will be a K2 GGSYRSRO® L
separate grant process from the without the dedication of over 100
KBAS/Scott Grants that are volunteers.

awarded annually to elementary

teachers. Last year the Klamath

Bird Observatory requested a——

money to fund bus transportation ’ j -

for clzissesAfrom,Chiquuin ) ) e i < ’
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outreach science program. In the
future such requests will be
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Account Balances:

Account Bank Balance

Incl. Outstanding

Expenditures were primarily printing costs.

Checks/Deposits Income was from new and renewal memberships and
Checking Acct 6602 6580 sales at the Winter Wings KBAS table.
Scott Fund CD 25,129
General CD 17,507 No update of the PAX Fund value has been provided
PAX Fund* 4,357 since last report.
* as of 9/30/09

Changes since February/March 2010 issue of The Grebe

Note: This accounting does not include separate Winter
Wings Festival operating funds of approximately
$40,000

North American Migration Count [NAMC]

May 8" will be the day for NAMC, covering Klamath County. There will be several groups, with most spending much of
the day and night covering their area. If you would like to join a group or count on your own, let me know. Or if you wish
to count birds at your backyard feeder, send me your results. Compiled results for the County usually nets approximately
160 species. We invite you to join the fun experience. Contact Kevin Spencer 541-884-5739 for more information.
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Field Trips Schedule ...Dave ®otter, Chair

Thursday Birding Bunch: Winter
schedule: leave from the Running
Y Sports Center parking lot at 8:40
am.tocaN1l}2 2f (i 2
to meet others. Leave the Park at
9:00 a.m. Half day, unless we are
seeing awesome birds! Contact
Julie Van Moorhem [882-4488]
jvanmoo@sisna.com or Marilyn
Christian [850-0084]
mchristianl@charter.net for more
information, especially if weather
is questionable. If neither is
available, then the group will
designate a leader and determine
the destination(s).

Saturday, March 27: Blue Bird box
repair. Meet at the check station
at Miller Island Wildlife
Management Area [south of town
and west of Highway 97] at 1 p.m.
for a work party to check use and
repair the bluebird boxes erected
last spring. Bring hammers, nails,
drills, screws, ladder, gloves, etc.
Leader: Darrel Samuels

Saturday, April 17: Nuss Pond for
Beginning Birders. Meet at
+SGSNIyaQ tINJ
best light conditions. Leaders:
Bob and Cary Kinkead, 882-4910
or rkinkead @fireserve.net

Saturday, April 24: Butte Valley
Wildlife Management Area Meet
at Fish & Wildlife Office at 7:00
a.m. Bring water and lunch/snacks
and plan to carpool. Leader: Dave
Potter 541-850-3808

Saturday, May 1: Flying T Salers
Ranch. Meet at Klamath
Community College South Parking

[atN

lot at 7:30 a.m. to carpool to the
ranch, near the town of Sprague
River. It is an operating ranch of

+ S (i S Nle fafdabreédlofNattle known

as Salers. The owners try to
operate the ranch in harmony
with the natural ecosystem and
would like Audubon's help in
documenting the ranch's bird life.
It contains a variety of grassland
and farm habitats , plus Ponderosa
and Juniper buttes, and a couple
of bodies of water including a nice
sized natural lake. Some of us may
be hiking up onto the buttes and
other areas of the property. Bring
water and a picnic lunch. Leader:
Marshal Moser. Cell Phone:
541/880-4629 E-mail:
MarshalMoser@gmail.com

Saturday, May 8: Migratory Bird
Days, Veterana Q ,iKlamidth
Falls. See Page 8.

Saturday, May 8: National
American Migratory Count: See
Information Page 2.

Saturday, May 15: Migratory Bird
DeyY, Tule LakelP Y @ F 2 NJ

May 15th or 16th (TBA via General
Meetings, Website, KBBN, email):
Birding by Ear, Wood River
Wetlands, is a companion field trip
to the May program. Meet at Fish
and Wildlife Service Office, at 7:30
am for carpooling. Bring hat,
water, lunch, and sunscreen. Trip
will last to early afternoon. For
information call: Kevin Spencer
541 884-5739, or email:
rriparia@charter.net

Saturday, May 22: The Nature

I 2y &S NIPING Wilasbn
River Preserve. [A companion trip
to the March program] Meet at
Fish and Wildlife Office at 7:00
a.m. Bring water and lunch/snacks
and plan to carpool. Leader:
Heather Hendrickson, TNC
Director, and Dave Hewitt. This is
a rare opportunity to visit the TNC
property. The public may not visit
without a TNC representative.
Birding in the past has been
extremely productive.

Saturday, .June 5: Sycan Marsh
[A companion trip to the January
program] Meet at Klamath
Community College South Parking
lot at 7:00 a.m. or the Beaty Store
at 7:45 a.m. to carpool to the
Marsh. This is another unique
opportunity in that the public may
not visit The Nature Conservancy
[TNC] property without a TNC
representative. Bring water and
lunch/snacks and plan to carpool
Leader: Craig Benz, Sycan Marsh
Director.

July/August: No trips are
scheduled at this time except
Thurs. Birding. ldeas? Leaders?

Email Dave Potter, Field Trip Chair
kpottermom@yahoo.com or call
850-3808 if you can lead a field
trip or have any suggestions or
questions.

FWS: Fish & Wildlife Office is located
at 1936 California Ave., off the on-
ramp to Hwy 97 South from Nevada/
Oregon Ave. Times stated are START
times.

IThe Grebe: April/May 2010

Klamath Basin Audubon Society

Page 3 of 8



mailto:jvanmoo@sisna.com
mailto:mchristian1@charter.net
mailto:rkinkead@fireserve.net
mailto:MarshalMoser@gmail.com
mailto:rriparia@charter.net
mailto:kpottermom@yahoo.com

Conservation .. .Dave Potter

Conservation efforts sometimes make you feel like Sisyphus, the Greek mythology dude, eternally condemned to
pushing a boulder up the hill only to watch it roll back down. Trying to protect wildlife and its living space can make one
tired, discouraged, irritated and inclined to just give up.

To dispel "give-upitis," consider
the many conservation
achievements resulting from
embryonic efforts by a few willing
to "push the boulder up the hill."
Skipping over national heroes like
John Muir [Yosemite National
Park, et. al.], Ding Darling [wetland
conservation], Rachel Carson
[dangers of pesticides] or Teddy
Roosevelt [national forests, parks,
refuges], let's focus locally:

We highly value the O,C&E State
Trail. Fact is, a few people formed
a support group way back when
locals and local politicians fought
very hard to have the abandoned
railroad grade conveyed to
adjacent landowners as private
property. This group pre-dated
State Parks involvement and had

Field Trip Reports

Winter Wings Festival Big Day
February 13 by Kevin Spencer

BJ Matzen and | led The Big Day
fieldtrip for the Winter Wings
Festival. Trip stops included:
Moore Park, Lake Ewauna,
Township Road and Oregon Drain,
Lower Klamath NWR Short Tour
Route, Lower Klamath Lake Road
and Fugate Road, Tule Lake NWR
Headquarters, Tule Lake NWR
Auto Tour Route, and The
Petroglyphs.

Highlights Included:
Moore Park: We stopped there
first to check out forest species

much to do with State Parks
agreeing to form our O,C&E Park,
one of only two in Oregon and by
far the longest.

KBAS' Dennis Taugher is about
eight months into his multi-year
dream of establishing a trail from
Moore Park to Running Y. He has
allied with Friends of Moore Park
and is progressing well meeting
with land owners, land managers
and parks professionals.

Klamath Greenways formed after
one or two people sounded the
alarm and generated public
concern and political support to
decide that Klamath Falls would
not sell Conger Heights [east of
the Link River Trail] but keep it

before heading down to the Lower
Klamath. A special treat was a
Merlin atop snag, posing for quite
a time. Most
of the time
Merlins are
seen briefly
and often it's
just a blur.
Titmouse (I
call them Oak
there) were
heard, and
were seen,
but were mostly backlit; Western
Bluebird, Pygmy Nuthatch, and
Townsend's Solitaire were also
seen. Great looks at several

park open space. Presently,
Klamath Greenways is "pushing
the boulder" to finish the job
working to keep the north end
from sprouting houses.

Wing Watchers' dedicated few
have developed and maintained a
fine trail.

Last | heard, another group was
working on the arboretum at O.L.T.

Clearly, a few people's
determination, vision and sweat
can accomplish great things.
Sometimes the conservation
"boulder" does stay pushed up the
hill! Lets all keep "pushing"
whenever and wherever we can.
What's the alternative?

Cassin's Finch that were in bare
aspen trees satisfied all, and a few
observers added it to their life

list! American White Pelican [3] at
Putnam's Point, were seen from
above on the Moore Park trail.

A short visit to Lake Ewauna and
the lower Link River turned up the
Black-crowned Night-Heron roost,
Barrow's Goldeneye, and plenty of
Ivory-billed Moorehen (someone's
humorous name for American
Coot!)

Down at Township Road, about 1
mile west of Oregon Drain, north
side of road, the group was
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Field Trip Reports... Continued

astounded at the concentration of
98 Bald Eagles that were standing
on the ground in about 2 fields.
Some successfully caught voles.
One Golden Eagle was seen there.
While driving south on Oregon
Drain and searching through
American Wigeon flocks we
located numerous Eurasian
Wigeon. There were thick
concentrations of Tundra Swan,
Snow Goose, and Ross's Goose; a
few Blue Snow Goose dotted the
white sheet of geese.

On the Lower Klamath NWR short
loop, more Eurasian Wigeon, a
single Red-shouldered Hawk (in
the row of willow trees), and
Great Horned Owl were near the
end of the short loop exit. At the
exit, a large Red-winged Blackbird
flock had a few Yellow-headed
Blackbirds mixed in.

Then at 0.5 to 1 mile west of
Fugate Road, on Lower Klamath
Lake Road, on north side of road,
the group had views of an adult
Ferruginous Hawk in great light!

Probably the most unexpected
happened at the Tule Lake NWR,
above headquarters, where two
Red-tailed Hawks harassed an
immature Goshawk. Down near
the Tule Lake NWR Tour Route
entrance, at Hotel Rock, | imitated
Canyon Wren and finally got one
to "laugh" back. It sang several
times, hinting at an early spring
arrival. From the Tule Lake, Sump
1A Wildlife Overlook on Hill Road,
we saw a few early Western
Grebe, while Lesser Scaup was its
normally abundant self.

As the day came to an end a lone
Barn Owl soared along the top of
cliff face, while a Rock Wren
bounced, and quietly urged us to
get going. We tallied
approximately 70 species for the
day, which included several life
birds for some participants.

Winter Wings Follow-up
February 20 By Ken Johnston

Our route included Putnam Point,
then Lower Klamath Refuge via
Lower Klamath Lake Road and
Fugate Road. We were rewarded
with many raptors and Bald
Eagles. On the refuge we saw
more Bald Eagles, Sandhill Cranes,
and a Red-shouldered Hawk. Final
stops included Tule Lake Refuge
Headquarters, Harpold Road,
[more Eagles and the Leucistic
Eagle]. 17 participants.

Key Observations were:

Water fowl:

Common Merganser, Lesser
Scaup, Ring neck duck, American
White Pelican, Bufflehead,
BarrowQ Goldeneye, Common
Goldeneye, California Gull,
American and Eurasian Widgeon,
Northern Shoveler, Canvas back,
Gadwall, Green- winged Teal,
Northern pintail, White- fronted
Geese, Snow Geese, Tundra Swan,
Great Egret, Black- crowned Night
Heron

Raptors:

Bald Eagle, Leucistic Bald Eagle,
Red-tailed Hawk, Rough-legged
Hawk, Red-shouldered hawk,
Golden Eagle, Ferruginous Hawk,
Prairie Falcon, American Kestrel,
Northern Harrier

Other:

Sand-hill Crane, Kingfisher, Song
sparrow, Red-wing Blackbird,
Yellow- headed Blackbird, House
Wren, Marsh Wren, Ring-necked
Pheasant, California Quail, Great
Horned Owl

Blue Bird Box Assessment and
Repair in Moore March 20
by Darrel Samuels

In late spring last spring last year
Jerry Ingram and | installed 10
nest boxes at Moore Park.
Chiloquin High School students
had constructed the boxes and
USFWS had paid for the materials
through their Partners for Fish and
Wildlife Program. Although this
return trip was advertised as an
opportunity to learn about
Bluebirds, the real purpose was
to inventory the activity in the
boxes and get them ready for this
& S| &,

Bill Van Moorhem brought his
handheld GPS to help us find the
boxes that Jerry had previously
mapped with his GPS device. Five
other folks, none of whom were
KBAS members, joined us. | was
afraid that we had missed last
@S NQRa vy S auithay 3
was not the case. Three boxes
along the Eulalona Trail were
empty, but five others contained
complete nests from last season.
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Field Trip Reports... Continued

Probably the occupants had been Although we saw no Bluebirds in
House Wrens or Tree Swallows. the vicinity, hopefully they

All nests consisted of large will choose some of the boxes this
amounts of small twigs with a few spring. Many thanks to Bill for his
small feathers mixed in. The GPS expertise and to the

amount of fecal matter indicated participants who helped

all had raised successful broods! inventory, clean, and number the
We did find one unhatched boxes for future reference. The
(probably infertile) egg in one next time you take a walk in

nest. Two other boxes on the Moore Park, look for activity in the
Eulalona Trail were already boxes and let me know what

occupied withthis@ ST N & Yy S & yibufiyidd
Tree Swallows, so we did not
bother them.

31%" Winter Wings Festival Soars!

¢tKAA @SINDRa FSalAort é61la I KdzAS adz00S54a3
states to Klamath Falls to experience our three-day program.

Highlights of the attendees enrolled in more activities in 2010 and stayed
weekend included the Ay GKS | NBI t2y3asSN®»w 28 SEL
migration keynote surplus to increase this year.
presentation and
slideshow by Scott Dave Hewitt reports that using the eBird data, 93
Weidensaul of species were seen over the three days and as usual,
Pennsylvania, the live NI} LIJG2NB YR 6FGSNF26f aidz2ft.
video feed of Rick group on Sunday was thrilled to see about 165 Bald
{FYY2yQa yI GdzNBE LIK2 G2 3 NI LK &agldsINdsirg Sefrinightirdod iyl Bedr WaBe)Natoilg
York, and the variety of world eagles chronicled by Bill Wildlife Refuge.
Clark. Additionally, the new Wetlands, Wine and Cheese
reception, four up close and personal field trips with our This all-volunteer event sponsored by our chapter
FSAGADLE GOSt SONRGASEAE S |y Bontihudzidgyn recognMibndrd Budddfroh thd T A y 3
stories with animal sounds added to the offerings. As in attendees, sponsors, press, and leader/presenters.
past years, the birding field trips to the local refuges Scott Weidensaul said that it is one of the best-
filled up quickly, and photography workshops were well 2NBFYAT SR FS&0GA MHegosstokbSuD a |
attended. About 125 joined us for a fabulous banquet 10 festivals each year).
dinner on Saturday night. Families enjoyed the host of
hands on activities upstairs highlighted by live birds and Thanks to all of you who participated in the event. We
our art and photography contests. The vendor booths will begin working on the 2011 program in the next few
downstairs were the highest quality to date. weeks, and will be recruiting additional key volunteers
to help organize the festival in the next few months. If
We are still reviewing data to come up with the final you are interested in helping to plan the 2011 Winter
count of registrations. As of the Grebe print deadline, Wings Festival [February 18-20], or have ideas on new
A [jcﬁléhg tb be around 550, a small decrease from the field trips, leaders, presenters, or family activities,
2009 totals. However, initial indications are that please contact Diana Samuels at dsamuels@charter.net

or Anne Wenner at kewenner@aol.com
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Klamath Basin Audubon Society Officers & Board Members
President *Darrel Samuels 850-5832 dsamuels@charter.net The Grebe
Vice-President |*Kevin Spencer 884-5739 rriparia@charter.net
Secretary :Beth Philips 723-2161 pidgeco@gmail.com Is published 5 times a year by the
Treasurer Paul Alley 273-2957 p.alley@charter.net Klamath Basin Audubon Society
Members *Bob Kinkead 882-4910 rkinkead @fireserve.net (KBAS)
*Ken Johnston 883-7671 klistn@msn.com
* Kathy McKeehan 882-0291 berfert@msn.com
*Mary Kelley 783-3690 mkelley@blc.edu Miss_ion: _The K!amath Basin Au_dubon
*Sherry Perry 882-1980 sherryperryphd@msn.com Society W'”_ provide the oppo.rtunlty for
Klamath Basin Audubon Society Committee Chairs all to experience and appreciate our
- NEIA2yQa gAfREAFTSET T2
Conservation Dave Potter 850-3808 kpottermom@yahoo.com other natural resources.
Ralph Opp 882-8488 | kfopps@g.com
Education Kathy McKeehan 882-0291 | berfert@msn.com
Field Trips Dave Potter 850-3808 kpottermom@yahoo.com e KBAS is a chartered chapter of the
Grebe Editor Marilyn Christian 850-0084 | mchristianl@charter.net National Audubon Society
Historian Ralph Opp 882-8488 | kfopps@g.com e KBAS general meetings are held at
Hospitality Sherry Perry 882-1980 | sherryperryphd@msn.com 6:30 p.m. on the second Thursday of
Membership Kathy Essex 273-7442 | Tomkathy 1@charter.net every month except June, July and
Programs Ken Johnston 883-7671 | klistn@msn.com August at the County Government
Publicity Mary Ellen Sargent 363-2976 | sargentme5@aol.com Building, 305 Main Street, second floor
School Grants Jim Rooks 851-0209 | runningyrooks@charter.net I 2YYA&AA2yKEindh@allsw2 2 Y
Winter Wings Diana Samuels 850-5832 | dsamuels@charter.net e The Board of Directors meets at 7:00
Anne Wenner 882-1219 Kcwenner@aol.com p.m. the Wednesday preceding the
General Meeting at the Dynasty
KBAS MEMBERSHIP/RENEWAL APPLICATION Restaurant. All members are welcome
Local Membership Dues and encouraged to attend.
* Individual: $20 e For address changes please contact
*  Student and Seniors (62 and over): $15 both National Audubon Society and
* Family: $25 KBAS, Attn. Kathy Essex, P.O Box 354,
* Klamath Falls, OR. 97601

Here is my tax deductible extra contribution for $
Total Enclosed $

e Comments and information to The
Grebe Editor are welcomed and
encouraged. Send to Grebe Editor,

*  Check here if you are a current member of national Audubon 6749 Coopers Hawk Rd. Klamath Falls,
*  Not sure of national membership status OR. 97601 or
Name mchristianl @charter.net.

e Check our website at
Address www.klamathaudubon.org
City/State ZIP

Phone e-mail

Klamath Basin Audubon Society - Chapter Code COZT600Z

Should you join as a first time member of National Audubon, please use
the above Chapter Code on your form ¢ we receive additional $3$.

Please contact me regarding:

*  Gift memberships

*  Volunteering for KBAS Committee activities

Make your check payable to KBAS and mail with this form to: KBAS, P.0O. 354,
Klamath Falls, OR. 97601
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Klamath Falls 11" International Migratory Bird Day Saturday, May 8, 2010 9:00amt 3:00pm

~Free Community Event~+ SGSNI yQa t Ny X YflIYFIiK CFHffax hw

International Migratory Bird Day encourages bird conservation and increases awareness of birds.

Participate in bird watching, build a bluebird house, see live raptors, learn about birds and migration, and enjoy a variety

of hands-on educational activities and displays. Family Event to share in the incredible journeys of migratory birds! W w dzy
F2NJ 0§KS toshpidrtMigratdbryBBdDay.

KBAS General Meetings are the second Thursday at 6:30 p.m., County Government Building, 305 Main Street, second
floor/ 2 YY A & & A 2 yK&rikEh Ealls\Te 2g¥nda:

A 6:30-7:00 p.m.  Gathering and refreshments

A 7:00-7:20 p.m.  Business/announcements

A 7:20-8:30 p.m. Program
KBAS Board meetings are the first Wednesday of the month at Dynasty Restaurant and Lounge, 106 Main Street,
Klamath Falls at 7:00 p.m. All members are welcome to attend Board meetings.

General Meetings Board Meetings
April 8 April 7
May 13 May 5

Klamath Basin Birding News [KBBN] Reminder: For some time now, Klamath Basin Bird News has been maintained
as an informal email network (a mailing list) of about 50+ bird enthusiasts in the Basin. It is also accessible from the KBAS
website. Contact Dave Hewitt dhewitt37 @gmail.com to sign up so you can know what birds are being seen and where
to find them and contribute your own sightings! You determine how often you receive notices.
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